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Hooray for 4 Days of Gay! 


ow a 


Robyn Ochs and the WSC Pride Alliance 


Immediately following the 
Columbus Day: break, the Pride 
Alliance kicked off its first annual 
Pride Week or better known as 
the 4 Days of Gay. Since the 
Pride Alliance has faced many 
reincarnations in the past, going 
by different names almost every 
year, it has had difficulty in 
organizing large events. 


The first day of gay consisted 
of pumpkin painting in spirit of 
the Halloween season and an 
art exhibit of talented student 
artists. They also had a great 
turnout for voter registration, 
which coincided with the evening 
activities: a special open political 
discussion on the two Presidential 
candidates and where each of 
them stands on topics of diversity 
and equality. 


The next day was slightly 
more serious with movie 
showings that focused on 
conflicts between religion and 
homosexuality. Warren Huber, 
a senior and the Secretary for 
Pride said, “The movies are really 
compelling because they touch 
on a large number of main issues 
between conservative Christianity 
and modern understanding of 
homosexuality.” 


On day three the WSC 
campus was graced with the 
presence of author and bisexual 
activist, Robyn Ochs. Her 
book Getting Bi: Voices of 
Bisexuals Around the World is 
composed of short essays by 184 
predominantly bisexual people 


r anging in age from 15 to 79 of 
different classes, and races who 
write proudly about their own 
sexuality and how it has affected 
their lives. The authors are from 
32 countries on 6 continents and 
include 15 pieces translated into 
English, primarily from Spanish 
and Mandarin. Though the group 
was small, the discussion bloomed 
as topics of identity, the problem 
with misidentification and myths 
of bisexuals were presented. 


The final celebration of 
the week was both a tearjerker 
and laugh out loud event. A 
blank stage was set for any and 
all students brave enough to tell 
their personal coming-out stories 
in front of everyone. “It was very 


emotional as times. I would love 
to see it next year for our second 
annual 4 Days of gay,” said Mr. 
Musgrove-Lecours, President o 
Pride Alliance. It was hard work, 
but well worth the effort, 4 Days 
of Gay was a huge success. 


60 Second 
Halloween 


Costumes 


Abigail Chmielecki 
Business/ Photography 


Here are some great ways to 
spread a little extra Halloween 
cheer this year without spending 
a lot of money. These “costumes” 
can be made mostly from things 
found in a dorm and they are easy 
to put together! 

The Leaf Blower 

*Materials: Baseball Hat, Leaf, 
String 

* Attach the leaf to your hat with 
the string and blow away!! 

The Quarter Pounder 

*Materials: Hammer, Quarter 
*Show up at a party and pound 
the quarter! 

Nudist on Strike 

*Materials: A .sign..that-says, 


‘ “NUDIST ON STRIKE!” 


*Wear the sign and tell people 
about your cause! 

Aircraft Carrier 

*Materials: Toy Airplane 

*Carry around the airplane all 
night and tell people about your 
new occupation! 

Ceiling Fan 

*Materials: Sign that says, “Go 
Ceiling!!” 

*Every now and then, give a shout 
out to the ceiling! 

Crayon 

*Materials: Clothes (all the same 
color) and a piece of construction 
paper 

*Make the construction paper 
into a point and put it on your 
head! Give yourself a name, 


like “Lancer Pride Yellow,” and 
introduce yourself that way all 
night! 
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rom the desk of: the 
Editor-In-Chief 


For the first issue of the 2008- 
2009 Student Voice, I’d like to 
stress the all important right to 
vote. November 4th is Election 
Day and you may be thinking 
right now, “well, why vote? The 
electoral colleges have majority 
vote over us,” but there are too 
many people who think that 
one insignificant vote doesn’t 
matter, and I hate to take part in 
the over-commercialized fad of 
“Rockin’ the Vote” but please, 
register. 


You have a right that too many 
people in the world cannot 
claim, you have the right to at 
least check a few boxes and let 
your government know what’s 
on your mind. I won’t ramble 

on an on about who you should 
cast a ballot for, or why they 

are the better man and I’m not 
even going to mock Sarah Palin. 
All I’m asking, all I’m trying to 
persuade you to do is this: drive 
to your home-town (or wherever 
you're registered), tell them your 


name, close the curtain of the 
claustrophobic voting booth, and 
pencil in your vote. At a time like 
this, it does matter. 


Jacqueline Morrill 
Editor-In-Chief 


Not In My Backyard 


Joanna Good 
Associate Editor 


NIMBY, or Not In 
My Backyard, is described by 
Professor Corey Dolgon, Head 
of the Sociology Department and 
Director of the Center for Service 
Learning and Civic Engagement, 
as “the negative attitude of many 
homeownerstowardslow-income, 
transitional, or supportive housing 
programs.” Professor Dolgon 
further explained, “these folks 
may recognize the benefits of such 
homes, but they want them built 
elsewhere.” Many residents argue 
that these facilities will have a 
negative impact on the immediate 
surrounding area, such as the loss 
of property values, increase in 
the crime rate, and undesirably 
affect the lifestyle of community. 
Whether these fears are justified 
or not, has been determined by 
Professor Dolgon and _ several 
students. Two years ago they 


worked on a_ neighborhood 
impact study of transitional 
housing and social services. 


Dr. Dolgon concludes that their 
report, “Mending Fences”, has 
“..debunked these arguments 


and demonstrated that, overall, 
such housing programs had 
either no negative impact and in 
some cases, such as in Worcester, 
had a very positive impact, on 
local neighborhoods.” However, 
despite this revelation Dr. Dolgon 
asserts that NIMBY attitudes are 
still present in Worcester. 

This year, Dr. Dolgon and some 
of his students such as senior 
Marc Thuot and graduate student 
Tina Colbert, are working on 
the NIMBY project. Dr. Dolgon 
maintains that “their goal is 
to determine what happens to 
those who oppose such housing 
programs once such facilities 
are opened.” The focus of this 
project will be on the Father 
Brooks House and the Spencer 
House, which is currently under 
renovation. The Father Brooks 
House offers housing for former 
prisoners, who have completed 
their stay at the Dismas House, 
and their families. This house 
eases the way for individuals to 
rejoin the Worcester community. 
The Spencer House will offer 


permanent homes and health care 
to homeless men and women in 
Worcester. : 

Some of the questions that 
this project addresses are what 
happens to these people over time 
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and whether they have become — 


more supportive or if they are 
indifferent. Professor Dolgon 
explains that “most residents have 
remained in the neighborhood and 
it is possible that their opposition 
has lessened over time.” The goal 
is to collect a hundred surveys 
by the end of the semester. After 
gathering information from 
surveys, there will be personal 
interviews from those who 
volunteer. Project members also 
plan to go back in two years with 
a similar survey to see if there 
is any change. The accumulated 
information could help determine 
whether homeowners’ NIMBY 
attitudes change and the reason 
behind it. 

For more information on 
NIMBY contact Marc Thuot 
at mthuot@nypum.org or the 
Sociology Department. 
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Top 5 Halloween Hotspots 


Melissa Recore 
Staff Writer 


Do you enjoy the feeling 
of blood rushing through your 
veins? If you want to feel the 
hairs on your neck shoot up, I’ve 
found five creepy places for you 
to visit. But be warned, some 
places are truly haunted, while 
others are purely entertainment. 


5. Longfellow’s Wayside Inn - 
Sudbury, MA 


-Longfellow’s Wayside Inn has 
been rumored to be haunted by 
a female housekeeper named 
Jerusha. Today, guests often 
complain of mysterious activity 
in rooms 9 and 10; the rooms 
she used to occupy. Haunted 
activities include: unexplained 
footsteps, an aroma of perfume, 
and music playing softly from 
some unexplainable location. 
Rooms cost between $104 and 
$125 and can be obtained by 
calling (978) 443-1776. 


4. Salem, MA. 


Salem only gets number four on 
this list because it has become so 
over-commercialized. It’s hard to 
sort through all the propaganda to 
tell you were the truly scary places 


Mes 


are, but there are several spaces 
potentially prepared to scare 
the sin out of you. Particularly 
haunted attractions include: The 
Joshua Ward House, Saint Mary’s 
Cemetery, even the Patriot 
Cinema and Salem State College 
are rumored to be house not only 
students but ghosts as well. 


3. Spider Gates Cemetery- 
Leicester, MA 


Spider Gates is an old Quaker 
cemetery which is supposedly a 
gateway to Hell. A young child 
was murdered around that area 
and another person committed 
suicide by hanging himself from 
a tree. The tree is now referred 
to as “The Hanging Tree”; it is 
rumored that no grass grows under 
the shade of it’s twisted branches. 
Mysterious fog, howling spirits, 
and children laughing, have all 
been observed from this site 
at night. Reports of nausea, 
unexplainable and overwhelming 
feelings of fear, flashes of glowing 
light are just a few symptoms one 
might experience while strolling 
through this infamous graveyard, 
There is even an altar that satanic 
cults have been rumored to 


Students in the 
Spotlight 


Abigail Chmielecki 
Staff Writer 


We want to know what WSC 
students are thinking, so for every 
issue we'll ask a few of you one 
particular question, it may be 
controversial or it may be trivial, 
but either way, we want your 
honest opinions. 


Halloween Costumes seem to 
get more and more promiscuous 
every year. What do you think 
about this trend? 


“T am absolutely for them!” 
-Brian Patacchiola 


“It puts pressure on females to 
have to dress or look a certain 
way for Halloween.” 

-Lauren Kender 
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“LOVE THEM!! Everyday of the 
year people should dress as they 
wish, especially on Halloween!” 
-Shane Cronin 


“T think that there are other ways 
to have a good time on Halloween 
without exploiting your body.” 
-Stephanie Brawn 


“Its college! Its one of the only 
times that being promiscuous is 
accepted. It’s a fun thing to do for 
one night!” 

-Brianne Kelly 


use. Let me make this clear to 
everyone, because Spider Gates is 
still an open and public cemetery, 
anyone may visit during daylight 
hours, however, in order to 
visit or conduct research, use 
video or recording devices, you 
MUST request permission to 
enter the cemetery or you will be 
prosecuted for trespassing. For 
more information regarding the 
legends/investigation of Spider 
Gates visit http://www.boudillion. 


com/SpiderGates/spider.html 


2. Witch’s Woods- Westford, 
MA 


I can guarantee that you will find 
something that goes bump in the 
night here. For an exclusive look 
at Witch’s Woods refer to the 
article by Jenn Robbins “A Night 
Out in Ghost Town.” 


1. Barrett’s Haunted Mansion- 


Abington, Ma 

Barrett’s Haunted Mansion is 
the creepiest place to go this 
Halloween due to their newest 
attraction,experiencethesensation 
of being buried alive! If that’s 
too far out of your comfort box, 
you can still enjoy the mansion. 
Everyone appreciates the classic 
walk through nightmarish rooms 
and unimaginable creatures that 
wait around every corner, but 
this isn’t your everyday haunted 
house. Watch out for zombies, 
cannibalistic clowns and axe 


murderers, not only while in the 
hallways of the house, but while 
you’re waiting in line as well. 
Tickets cost $17 per person, call 
(781) 871-4573. 


Coming 


Soon: 


Dennis Brutus 


Jenn Robbins 
Managing Editor 


In less than three weeks Den- 
nis Brutus will be coming to our 
campus for a four day celebration 
of his works and contributions to 
our college. As a former visit- 
ing professor, the Center for the 
Study of Human Rights at WSC 
has taken a great interest in his 
activism and his poetry, and will 
be sponsoring the events. 


The intended line up for the 
week is as follows: 


Monday November, 17: Repara- 
tions for Victims of Apartheid 


Tuesday November, 18: Human 


Rights at WSC: Past and Pres- 
ent 


Wednesday November, 19: Am- 
nesty International’s Struggle 
for Human Rights 


Thursday November, 20: Global 
Poverty and Inequality as a Hu- 
man Rights Issue & Art and the 
Struggle for Social Justice. 


Mark the dates on your cal- 
endar now, because this could 
be the most influential speaker 
since Cornell West! 


HAPPY 
HALLOWEEN 
FROM THE WSC 
STUDENT 
VOICE STAFF! 
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Matt 
Nathan- 
son: Some 
Mad 
Hope 


Jenn Robbins 


Managing Editor 


Matt Nathanson, a not-so-new 
singer and song writer from the 
Boston area, has been taking 
over the local radio stations the 
last few months with his song, 
“Come On Get Higher.” His 
lyrics provide listeners with 
stories of budding romances, 
fallen dreams, and steamy sexual 
encounters—do I have your at- 
tention yet? I thought so. 


Recently, Nathanson was in 
town at the Berklee Performance 
Center, just one stop on his tour 
of the U.S, to promote his new- 
est CD Some Mad Hope. The 
performance center seemed to 
be just the right intimate setting 
for Nathanson, because not only 
is he gifted with musical talent, 
but a comedic personality as 
well. Throughout most of the 
show he had the crowd laugh- 
ing out of their seats. At one 
point he couldn’t help but fulfill 
a gentleman’s request from the 
crowd to “take [his] shirt off’ in 
the middle of an acoustic solo, 
exposing his hot, gorgeous—t- 
shirt. Although he didn’t provide 
much of a “show,” the girls 
screamed as if Justin Timberlake 
had just sat down next to them. 


I must say, there wasn’t a dull 
moment at this show, begin- 
ning with the first opening band, 
Teamwork, followed by Jessie 
Baylin, a cute, young folk singer 
and concluding with Nathanson’s 
remarkable performance. 


As some of you loyal TSV 
readers may remember from our 
April issue, Nathanson opened 
for Lifehouse on their Disar- 
ray Tour and | stated, “This was 
the first that I had ever heard of 
this Matt guy, but I know that 
it won’t be the last. His perfor- 
mance was unbelievable. He 
was funny, talented, and good 
looking, I’m sure that we will 
be hearing him on the radio very 
soon.” 
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“Saw V”: You 


won't believe 
how mediocre 
it is 


Joanna Good bes i 
Associate Editor 


The fifth installment of the Saw series begins where the previous 
movie left off. Detective Mark Hoffman (Constas Mandylor), 
Jigsaw’s newest accomplice, is stepping into JigSaw’s shoes while 
trying to hide the truth from Agent Strahm (Scott Patterson). 
Tobin Bell, who plays Jigsaw, is still a big part of this film through 
flashbacks, which reveal the extent of Hoffman’s involvement in 
each of the murders. 


Although there is some impressive acting from Bell, the movie had 
too many flashbacks, only serving to recap the previous films. The 
flashbacks kept the focus of the film in the past instead of present 
events, such as Jigsaw’s innovative and bone crunching five person 
“game.” Similar to the goal in Saw II, these people are all connected 
to each other and must work together in order to survive. 


The tagline for the Saw V, “You won’t believe how it ends,” is dead 
wrong. It would be difficult to guess the ending, but it still lacks the 
shocking twist that Saw fans first fell in love with. If you are looking 
for a movie packed with mediocre adrenaline rushes and a fair 
amount of gore, then Saw V is the movie for you. However, if you 
are a true fan of the Saw series, you might be disappointed. 


DENNING 


NICKé 
NORAH’S 


INFINITE PLAYLIST 


“Nick and 


Norah’s 


Infinite Playlist” 


Matt Brown 


Entertainment Editor 


Meandering down wired streets 
filled with drowning hums, ‘Nick 
& Norah’s Infinite Playlist’ 
begins, and justifiably lasts, long 
after the duration of the film. 


After a break-up with his girl- 
friend Tris (Alexis Dziena) and 
the creation of dozens of playlist 
CDs, Nick O’ Leary (Michael 
Cera) is forced into a night out 
on the town by his fellow band 
members in order to fulfill their 
two missions of the night: to 
play an awesome show and seek 
out their favorite and mysterious 
band Where’s Fluffy. However, 
the show is marred by the ap- 
pearance of Tris with her new 
boy toy. Meanwhile, trying to 
impress her snobby best friend, 
Norah (Kat Dennings) calls on 
Nick to act as her boyfriend 

for the night. This sets off a 
journey through the heart of the 
city and a handful of interest- 
ing characters including dirty 
minded homeless people, the 
most disgusting yet riot of toilet 
humor, and the sentimental (but 


not overly-cheesy) recognition 
of the joy in the hunt rather than 
the kill. 


The film also carries an over- 
abundance of hipster-trendy 
music. Whether it’s the rapid 

fire playlist samples or the band 
stickers plastered throughout 

the sets, the audience will have 
plenty of options to search for on 
their iTunes after the movie’s end 


Despite the fact that the music, 
humor and general plot line is 
more than entertaining, “Nick 
and Norah” justifies a major 
personal gripe with Cera. He 
manages to play the same melan- 
choly yet sweet character as his 
past films ‘Juno’ and ‘Superbad’ 
while no one seems to mind or 
notice. Appeasing any worries 
of his redundant character, Kat 
Dennings plays a perfect match. 
She shines as the girl that every 
loner high school kid dreams of 
dating. Their on-screen chem- 
istry could not be more genuine 
and as such they give a believ- 
ability to the movie that engages 
the viewer. 
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“Clouds” 


Open 


Matt Brown 
Entertainment Editor 


To begin the new year The 
Student Voice recently sat down 
with the local Worcester band 
Clouds. Bassist John Northrup 
and drummer Michael 
Quartulli, otherwise known as 
Q, discussed their new record, 
their sound, their future, and 
they also managed to fit in some 
politics. 


Your sound is not generic rock, 
how would you describe your 
sound? 


Johnny: We’ve been described 
as “The worst doom-pop crap 
I’ve ever heard”, “...will only 
really appeal to greasy middle 
aged virgins who still live at 


home”’, and “Hard. to listen to. 


and even harder to like.” 

Q: Any time someone asks what 
our band sounds like I say the 
same thing, Loud Rock ’n Roll. 
That’s all it is. We just play rock 
’n roll the way we play rock ’n 
roll. 


How is the new record “We Are 
Above You” doing? 


Q: Well the new record is out 
there. Some people love it, some 
people hate it. The people that 
hate it seem to hate that we 
don’t stick to one particular 
genre, which is fine by me. I 
don’t play music so some dude 
in his grandma’s basement will 
like it. I play. music because 
that’s what I love to do. 


What are some of the goals of 
the band 


Johnny: Our goals include 
missing holidays and major 
events in the lives of loved ones 
while touring, plunging further 
into unassailable debt, and not 
growing up and becoming real 
people for as long as possible. 
So far, so good. 


Q: Personally, my goal with this 
band is to play the music that 
we all want to play and have 
fun doing it. As far as major 
labels go, I certainly don’t want 
to be on a label that doesn’t care 
about our music and only cares 
about making their tight white 
asses richer, only to sh*t us out 
when they realize we can’t make 
them any money. 


What are some other bands 
you’re listening to right now? 


Johnny: I just listen to my own 
songs. Not even Clouds. My 
solo stuff that no one will ever 
hear. I’m like Prince, only 
infinitely less talented and 
successful. Taller, though. 


What can people expect from a 
Clouds live show? 


Johnny: Four handsome, 
acrobatic gentleman prancing 
about on stage in front of 
big, loud amps, and engaging 
the huge, huge, humungous, 
appreciative audience of 
attractive young men and even 
more attractive young women 
with our unique brand of what 
could only be described as off- 
key caterwauling. 


What is in the near future for 
Clouds? . 


Q: “We Are Above You” is 
coming out on vinyl. It’s the 
full album on one piece of wax 
and bonus piece of wax with 
4 covers on it. Theré. are two 
Guided By Voices songs, a Blue 
Oyster Cult song and a Kinks 
song. How convenient for us 
to have it come out just before 
we head out on a US tour with 
our good friends Torche (again) 
and Coliseum for a month. Oct 
21st-Nov 25th. 


Anything else you’d like to 
add? 


Johnny: If I could just take a 
minute to address the fine folks 
in your scholastic institution 
for a moment with this advice: 
Vote, dumbasses. Yeah, I know 
how the electoral college works 
and yeah, your vote doesn’t 
actually count for much when 
it’s all said and done. However, 
it’s your ticket to the ‘Complain 
Game’ when things don’t go 
right. You’re complaining 
just sounds like whining if you 
don’t at least participate in the 
process. 


Check out Clouds’ EP 
“Legendary Demo” and their 
new full-length record “We 
Are Above You”. Both are out 
now on Hydra Head Records. 
Clouds songs are also available 
at Myspace/cloudsrock.com 


Worcester rock band “Clouds” 


“We the Living”’ 


Christine Kenny 
Staff Writer 


Worcester State students 
gathered on the Wayslean Patio 
on October 8th to enjoy some free 
nachos and, more importantly, 
some feel-good music as the sun 
set. The band We the Living 
returned to our school for a free 
concert. The lead singer, John 
Paul Roney, began the show by 
excitedly welcoming students to 
the show. As the rockers began 
their set, their sweet, melodic 
lyrics traveled throughoutcampus, 
and more students crawled from 
the residence halls as the show 
went on. The lovey-dovey songs 
sometimes had sad connotations 
with lyrics like, “I never crossed 
your mind...and you are not bound 
to find a love like this again.” 


However, Roney never 
once failed to send out a positive 
vibe, especially to the line of 
students who sat at the foot of 
the stage, responding with great 
enthusiasm as the foursome 
performed. The band, hailing 
from Los Angeles, joked about the 
cold and made many references to 
the weather throughout the show, 
later referring to the concert as an 
“ice bowl.” 


Roney switched from 
guitar to keyboard multiple times 
throughout -the show, showing 
his wide variety of musical talent 
while also demonstrating the 
band’s versatile sound. Guitarist 
Matt Holmen and bassist Jasper 
Austin caused the overall sound 
of the group to be polished 


at WSC . 


and unified. However, it was 
drummer Benjamin Schaefer who 
was the unforgettable steady beat 
for the other members, and an 
undeniable support to the show. 


Worcester State students 
definitely had a positive attitude 
towards the musical quartet, 
in fact, our excitement was so 
noticeable that Roney once 
commented, “J just can’t lose 
with you guys; I love it!” 
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A Night Out in 
Ghost Town: 
Witches Woods 


Jenn Robbins 


Managing Editor 


Since Spooky World at Foxboro Stadium (currently Gillette 
Stadium) closed down, it has been hard to find somewhere to go 
where you can get the bejeezus scared out of you. Although this may 
not fulfill all of your distorted dreams, Witch’s Woods at Nashoba 
Valley Ski Area may help fill that void. 


This eerie theme park is filled with undead creatures wandering 
about, scaring anyone they can find. These characters have no 
qualms about chasing harmless visitors around the park until they 
are scared back into their cars—I know from experience. In reality, 
there’s nothing to fear, the park has a very strict policy stating, “If 
you don’t touch the characters, then they won’t touch you!” 


The park has four haunted attractions: The Keeper’s Crypt, 
Nightmare Mansion, Castle Morbid, and a Haunted Hayride. The 
three haunted houses are quick, five minute walk-throughs which 
are all equally terrifying. In my opinion, however, the Hayride is 
the best. This takes you on a narrated tour, deep into the woods of 
Nashoba Valley where you are “greeted” by some of the inhabitants 
of the area. This attraction is by far the longest, taking about fifteen 
minutes to complete the whole ride. 


Whether you are a scaredy-cat or a tough-guy, this is definitely 
one idea for a fun night out with friends. Even though Halloween is 
just a day away don’t think that it’s too late to check it out! Witch’s 
Woods is open through November Ist and tickets are priced at $25 
per person with the last ticket being sold at 10:30pm. Do you dare? 


On the Tracks with 
“Midnight Meat 


Train” 


Matt Brown 


Entertainment Editor 


Japanese cult movie director Ryuhei Kitamura’s adaptation of a 
short story from horror icon Clive Barker seemed at one point to 
be in line with any other studio movie. This was until Lionsgate 
dumped the film, to the dismay of many horror fans. Fortunately, 
Fear.net picked-up this fantastically frightful flick and released it 
through their On-Demand service. 


Budding photographer Leon Kauffman (Bradley Cooper) is en- 
amored with New York City--especially the nightlife--and is on a 
mission to capture its true essence. After stopping a potential sexual 
assault on the subway, he reads in the next morning’s paper that the 
girl he rescued was announced missing an hour after he saw her. 
The following night Leon trails a sharp-dressed man exiting the 
subway, later revealed to be a shady character named Mahogany 
(Vinnie Jones). Leon is then plunged into a personal investigation 
that drives him near the point of insanity, ruining his relationship 
with his girlfriend Maya (Leslie Bibb) and turning him into what he 
fears most. 


And did I mention there was blood? With some of the most graphic 
and disturbing images since Rob Zombie’s Halloween, the film 
brings the color crimson to the forefront. Dark, violent and gritty, 
Midnight Meat Train is a blood-soaked view of the inner city after 
hours. Dim lit streets and shadowed alleys are among the many 
stylistic cues that add to the unsettling nature captured by Kitamura. 
The artistic city landscapes, (all of which appear to be straight out 
of a painting) set a mood that some horror directors struggle for 
years to create. 


Vinnie Jones and Bradley Cooper give truly convincing perfor- 
mances. Jones especially draws on his natural physique: a hardened 
chin and gaze that can stare-down any man, yet his emotionless 
face while bludgeoning innocent train riders is nothing short of 
intriguing. 
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Funny Guy: Dan Adhoot 


Christine Kenny 
Staff Writer 


Comedian Dan Ahdoot graced 
the stage of the Sullivan Audi- 
torium, the new location for the 
Student Events Committee’s 
monthly comedy night, at 9:30 
on October 15th. The part-com- 
ic, part-writer was a finalist on 
NBC’s Last Comic standing. He 
writes for MTV’s Short Circuit, 
and he is considered one of the 
highest booked comedians at 
colleges across the country. 


Ahdoot’s experience cer- 
tainly reflected through his 
performance at Worcester State. 
Immediately upon introducing 
himself, the audience responded 
with an obvious energy to the 
jokester’s calm, easy-going at- 
titude. 


A descendant of Iranian, 
Jewish parents, Ahdoot kept 
the audience in a fit of laughter 
while reiterating his-child- 
hood experiences. He jokingly 
explained that after September 
11th, many of his friends as- 
sumed he knew where Osama 
Bin Laden was because of his 


ethnic descent. He went on to do 
the narration of a fake “terrorist 
email” sent to all Iranian de- 
scendants, similar to an internal 
employment update. 


Playing upon his nationality 
some more, Ahdoot joked about 
the ethnic foods he grew up con- 
suming. A particular highlight of 
this occurred when he recollected 
his kindergarten days where his 
fellow classmates would trade 
peanut butter sandwiches with 
fruit salads; he tried to trade his 
meal of chicken legs, but the 
other children were understand- 
ably grossed out. 


Ahdoot put a light spin on 
the upcoming election, stating, 
“I don’t care who you vote for as 
long as it is Obama.” He joked 
about the obsession many people 
seem to have about everyone vot- 
ing, claiming that when he was in 
the bathroom and requested toilet 
paper from an adjacent stall, all 
he heard was “Only if you vote:” 


The finale of his performance 
caused uproar of laughter from 
the audience. Ahdoot prank 
phone called several students’ 
parents. 


For one student, he told 


Funny guy Dan Adhoot 


the young man’s mother that he 
was drunkenly waiting for her to 
pick him up at the campus police 
station. But the finale phone call 
was certainly the most memo- 
rable. Ahdoot called one girl’s 
mother, a woman relatively unfa- 
miliar with the English language, 
and pretended to be an older 
male professor interested in dat- 
ing her young teenage daughter. 
When the mother was asked if 
this courtship would be okay, she 
replied simply with an, “okay.” 


Students definitely responded 
well to the new comedian 
location and to Dan Ahdoot’s 
charismatic nature. Every stu- 
dent exited the auditorium with a 
smile on their face, laughing and 
joking about the show. 


Jacqueline Morrill 
Editor-In-Chief 


Voting is an important 
right to fulfill, so in case you 
haven’t attended any of the 
political round table events, 
or maybe you haven’t 
watched the presidential de- 
bates, here are a few major 
platforms of the two major 
candidates, Barack Obama 
and John McCain, perhaps 
after reading them you'll 
have a better idea as to who 
to cast your vote for on No- 
vember 4th 2008. 


_ Barack Obama 


*High priorities: health 
care for all, ending the war 
in Iraq, social security 


* Abortion: Pro-choice 


*Capital Punishment: Sup- 
ports capital punishment in 
certain cases 


*Education: 

Supports recruitment of a 
“new generation” of teach- 
ers, improving teacher pay, 
and improvement in early 
childhood education. Op- 
poses school vouchers. 


Opposes reauthorization of 
the No Child. Left Behind 
law until it undergoes re- 
form. Supports merit pay 
for “master teachers” but 
opposes merit pay for teach- 
ers based on test outcomes. 


“Our schools must prepare 
students not only to meet 
the demands of the global 
economy, but also help 
students take their place as 


committed and engaged cit- 


izens. It must ensure that all 
students have a quality edu- 
cation regardless of race, 
class, or background.” 


*Gay Marriage: Supports 
civil unions. Opposes gay 
marriage. 
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*The war in Iraq: Obama 
spoke out against the war 
in Iraq when he was a state 
senator in Illinois but was 
not in Congress when the 
vote to authorize the use of 
force was taken. Supports a 
plan to immediately begin 
troop withdrawal from Iraq 
at a pace of one or two bri- 
gades a month, to be com- 
pleted by the end of 2008. 


*Health Care 


The plan would guarantee 
eligibility, provide cover- 
age similar to the federal 
employee health insurance 
program, offer “affordable” 
premiums, co-pays and de- 
ductibles; and allow enroll- 
ees to keep their coverage 
when they change jobs. 


He would introduce a re- 
quirement for all children to 
have health insurance and 
pledges to expand eligibility 
for Medicaid and the State 
Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (SCHIP) 


He would also make em- 
ployer health plans eligible 
for reimbursement of cata- 
strophic costs provided the 
savings would be used to 
offset employee premiums. 
Obama also pledges to sup- 
port disease prevention 
programs, promote quality 
and cost transparency and 
reform medical malpractice 
insurance. 


*Immigration: Obama up- 
ports comprehensive immi- 
gration reform legislation 
that combines increased 


border enforcement with a 
path to legal citizenship for 
illegal immigrants already 
living in the U.S. 


John McCain 


*High priorities: War in 
Iraq, immigration reform, 
pro-life/adoption 


* Abortion: Pro-life. 


Your browser may not sup- 
port display of this image. 
Capital Punishment: Sup- 
ports capital punishment for 
federal crimes. 


*Education: McCain _ be- 
lieves state and local agen- 
cies, not the federal govern- 
ment, should be responsible 
for developing and enforc- 
ing academic _ standards. 
Supports teacher testing and 
merit pay for the best teach- 
ers. Supports charter schools 
and federally-financed 
school vouchers for students 
in failing schools; believes 
“choice and competition” 
are the future of education. 
Believes No Child Left Be- 
hind is a. “good beginning” 
but needs to be fixed. 


*Gay Marriage: Opposes 
gay marriage. Supports civil 
unions. 


*Health Care: McCain’s 
focus is on lowering health 
care costs to bring down the 
cost of insurance. His plan 
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Who are you voting for? 
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for affordable health care in- 
cludes: allowing families to 
be in charge of their health 
care dollars, promoting 
competition between health 
care companies, promoting 
illness prevention, provid- 
ing health care access to all 
citizens, giving veterans the 
option to chose their own 
provider, promoting alter- 
native treatments, making 
treatment options and medi- 
cal cost information public, 
reforming payment sys- 
tems, supporting innovative 
delivery systems (clinics in 
retail outlets), fostering de- 
velopment of cheaper and 
generic versions of drugs, 
reforming insurance prac- 
tices to increase variety and 
affordability, making it easy 
for families to purchase 
health insurance nationwide 
and across state lines, mak- 
ing health coverage porta- 
ble from job to job, teaching 
children about health and 
exercise, and introducing 
public initiatives to stop the 
epidemic of obesity, diabe- 
tes and to deter smoking. 


*Immigration: McCain was 
the co-sponsor of a bipar- 
tisan immigration reform 
bill that called for stronger 
border enforcement but 
provided a pathway to le- 
gal citizenship for illegal 
immigrants already living 
in the U.S., provided they 
learn English, pay a fine and 
have clean criminal records. 
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Supports stronger screening 
of cargo at ports as part of 
border enforcement. Sup- 
ports working with leaders 
in Mexico and Latin Amer- 
ica to strengthen democracy 
and economic opportunities 
for their citizens. 


*The war in Iraq: McCain 
voted in favor of the resolu- 
tion authorizing the use of 
force in Iraq. He disagreed 
with the Bush administra- 
tion’s management of the 
war and called for former 
Secretary of Defense Don- 
ald Rumsfeld’s ouster, ar- 
guing that the U.S. had not 
committed a sufficient num- 
ber of troops to the conflict. 
Supported the surge of ad- 
ditional troops to clear and 
hold insurgent strongholds, 
provide security. for rebuild- 
ing local institutions and 
economies, halt sectarian 
violence in Baghdad and 
disarm militias, dismantle al 
Qaeda, train the Iraqi Army; 
and to embed American per- 
sonnel in Iraqi police units. 
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An Evening with PSI: 


Paranormal Investigations at Jumpin’ Juice & Java 


Brandon Olivia 
Staff Writer 


I received the e-mail the day 
before from Christopher Hoey, 
president of the student club 
Paranormal Science Investigators, 
and member of the Student 
Senate. There was going to be an 
actual investigation the following 
night at Jumpin’ Juice and Java 
café located close to Worcester 
State on Chandler Street. 


The following night, after 
sitting down together, I asked 
him to explain to me something 
about their student club, why they 
exist, and why had he started it in 
October of the previous year? He 
told me that he started the club 
both to bring together those who 
might have an interest in exploring 
unexplained phenomenon, and 
to be a larger service to the 
local community in helping to 
investigate such phenomena for 
them. He characterized himself as 
an open skeptic, and stressed the 
fact that he believed in collecting 
data on these occurrences using a 
scientific method. 


Hoey’s personal fascination 
with the paranormal began after an 
experience he had while on a High 
School field trip to Salem, MA. 
The students had been brought to 
the Witches’ Dungeon Museum 
and were watching a film in the 
theater hall when he began to feel 
something pricking his back. He 
looked at the chair he was sitting 
in to see what was causing it and 
found it to be perfectly smooth. 
Throughout the film he continued 
to feel painful pricks to his back 
until he became frustrated with 
what was happening. After the 
film he asked a friend to pick 
up his shirt and check his back. 
His friend complied and told 
Chris that he had the word Don’t 
scratched very clearly across his 
back. 


After asking Chris how he chose 
Jumpin’ Juice and Java for an 
investigation, he told me that Jack 
Wilson, one of the managers of the 
establishment, and fellow Student 
Senate member of Worcester 
State, had told him of some 
mysterious events that he had 
observed there. The investigation 
team for tonight would be mainly 
comprised of him, the Vice- 
President of P.S.I. Jill Gazzaniga, 
and their consulting clairvoyant 
Leila Boudouani, also a student 
of Worcester State. 


8 | The Student Voice 


When asked how they chose a 
clairvoyantto work with, Christold 
me they had been through several 
individuals before settling on 
Leila. They chose to stay with her 
because on certain occasions she 
was able to transmit information 
to Chris at investigations that 
she would not have had access 
to. Chris does research at town 
records departments and conducts 
private interviews with the people 
observing the phenomenon and 
others who are involved, and then 
demands that the individual do 
their clairvoyant investigation in 
the blind ( without any briefing 
about what phenomenon is being 
investigated). 


After being properly introduced 
by Chris, I asked Leila about her 
experience either of being or 
becoming aware of her abilities as 
a clairvoyant. She described it as 
a process. From a young age she 
started having some experiences, 
but it was only within the past 
year, with the support of her close 
friend Jill, that she decided to 
consciously develop her abilities. 
The process was one of turning 
fear into acceptance, while 
constantly having to face the 
realities of the social and cultural 
taboos on the subject. 


It now came time to start 
the investigation. Jill and Leila 
broke the ground by beginning 
their clairvoyant survey of the 
area. I could sense that Jill was 
the true believer and the perfect 
counterpart to Chris as the 
spearheads for PSI. Jill and Leila 
walked slowly through each part 
of the café, stopping occasionally 
where either one of them might 
have felt some kind of presence. 
They also talked quietly amongst 
themselves about what each of 
them was feeling. 


The next part of the 
investigation was to do video 
and sound recording of the café’s 
different sections. They divided 
themselves into pairs. One person 
had only a sound recorder; the 
other took video and audio records 
with a camcorder. The person 
holding the voice recorder would 
ask certain scripted questions out 
loud, and then pause, as if waiting 
for a response, and then go to the 
next question. The camcorder 
would be used to do a full video 
survey of the room, and also 


serve as a cross reference to the 
sound recorder if any anomalous 
voices were recorded. This 
process continued for some time. 
After the main floor area had been 
methodically covered, a group 
also went into the boiler room 
area. This is where I noticed Chris’ 
use of a meter type instrument 
and also a digital thermometer. 
He described the first instrument 
to me as an Electromagnetic Field 
Meter. The measuring of electric 
fields was important for two main 
reasons. One was to find strong 
persistent fields emanating from 
known sources and correlate 
them to the areas of paranormal 
activity. It has long been observed 
that in the presence of strong 
electromagnetic fields people 
occasionally report psychic 
phenomenon that are similar to 
paranormal experiences. The 
second reason was to document 
any drastic oscillations of these 
fields with ‘no apparent source, 
which often accompanies 
paranormal activity. The 
thermometer was to document 
any extremes of temperature that 
might occur either within a very 
restricted space or over a very 
short period time, also considered 
a good measure of paranormal 
activity. 


After two hours of data 
collecting, we all moved to the 
conference room of the café for 
the debriefing and evaluation. 
We first heard the report from 
Leila concerning her and Jill’s 
conclusions. They had sensed a 
dominant male’s presence in the 
large room, and a strong feeling 
of intoxicated people being 
around. Beyond that, their general 
experience was one of sensing 
groups of people and a lot of 
hustling and bustling going on. 


Jack Wilson was then at hand 
to describe what phenomenon 
had been going on that had 
prompted him to tell Chris about 
it. Since he had opened the café 
a few months before he had 
experienced unexplained noises 
while counting the drawer in his 
office during closing time. One 
time in particular he had let the 
help go early, and turned off the 
fans, radio, and television for the 
evening. While sitting in his office 
he heard a loud commotion in the 
main room as if a large group 
of people had come in and was 


having an animated conversation. 
As he walked out to the front 
room to let the people know they 
were closed for the evening, he 
was confronted with a completely 
empty room. This scenario had 
been played out several times 
before he mentioned it to Chris. 
Chris then told us something 
about the history of the building, 
including the fact that it had most 
recently been a book store which 
also had a café restaurant and a 
small bar attached. 


We then watched the video 
footage that had been taken that 
evening on the large plasma screen 
in the conference room. Everyone 
viewed the footage attentively, 
both looking and listening for any 
anomalous activity. Anyone who 
noticed something odd could ask 
for the footage to be replayed, and 
after all of the areas of interest 
had been reviewed, we eliminated 
each potential anomaly as having 
some reasonable explanation. 


Such was my introduction to the 
fascinating world of paranormal 
research. Having felt as though 
I had had the full experience, 
except for a confrontation with 
a ghostly apparition that throws 
things against walls, I said my 
goodbyes and thank you and 
departed for the evening. 


That would have been the end, 
except that a few days later, while 
in school, Jill pulled me aside in 
the hall and told me she wanted 
me to listen to something from 
that evening. Cross referencing 
the voice recorder that Chris was 
carrying with the video recording 
of the same moment had revealed 
an unexplained abnormality that 
had only been picked up by Chris’ 
device. Intrigued, I asked her, “Do 
you have it with you, can I listen 
to it now.” Jill pulled the recorder 
out of her back pack, and holding 
it close to my ear, pressed play 
without telling me what to listen 
for. I immediately heard Chris’ 
voice ask a question. There was a 
little rustling in the background, 
a short silence, and then a low 
drawn out utterance that seemed 
to come from a distance, but yet 
was very distinct. The voice was 
saying “Get Out”. 


WSC 
Pride 
Alli- 
ance! 


The WSC Pride Alliance was 
represented at the annual 
Worcester Pride event which 
took place on Water Street Sep- 
tember 13, 2008. The WSCPA, 
Worcester States’ active LBGT 
organization, was one of 2 
colleges represented at Pride. 
Leaders and members handed out 
information for upcoming events 
and raised money for the group. 
To join this org please email 
wscpridealliance @ worcester.edu 


The WSC Pride Alliance — 
would like to invite you to our 
weekly meetings on Thursdays 
from 12 p.m.-1 p.m. 

You can also visit us 
during regular office hours 
Monday-Friday from 10:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. 


Poetry 
Reading — 


Thurs-  — 


day, 
October 
30th! 


Where: Blue Lounge 
Time: 7 p.m. 


Celebrate with us in honor of the 
winners (and all entrants) of the 
A. Barbara Pilon Poetry Contest! 


Winnders read; then it’s open 
mic--all are welcome! 


The 2008 Dr. A. Barbara Pilon 
Poetry Contest winners are: 


Ist place ~ 
Jacqueline Morrill 


2nd place ~ 
Steven Smyth 


3rd place ~ 
Alicia Denning 


Honorable Mention~ Douglans 
Sullivan 
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